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Background  
 

1. The Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore held in 
Manila on 23 February 1977 has agreed to consider the measures to enhance safety of navigation 
and to promote close cooperation and coordination on anti-pollution policy and measures in the 
Straits of Malacca and Singapore (Straits). Subsequent to it, the Foreign Ministers of the littoral 
States signed the Joint Agreement on Safety of Navigation in the Straits (Joint Agreement) 
adopting recommendation or guidelines in dealing with issues on safety of navigation and 
environment protection, amongst other :-  

(i) Navigational aids and facilities be improved for the effective and efficient 
implementation of the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS); 

(ii) The existing voluntary reporting procedure and mechanism for large vessels be 
maintaned (which later resulted the STRAITREP, IMO Res. MSC 73 (69) in 1998); 

(iii) Rule 10 of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions At Sea, 1972, be 
applied as far as practicable within the TSS; 

(iv) A joint policy to deal with marine pollution be formulated;   

The full text of the Joint Agreement as in Appendix 1.  

2. In essence, the Joint Agreement represents co-operation between coastal States bordering 
a strait used for international navigation and user States as well as other stakeholders, the 
underlying spirit and intent of article 43 of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS) which states that: 

“User States and States bordering a strait should by agreement cooperate: 
 

(a) in the establishment and maintenance in a strait of necessary 
navigational and safety aids or other improvements in aid of 
international navigation; and 

 
(b) for the prevention, reduction and control of pollution from ships.” 
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3. Subsequent to it, the littoral States have formalised the Joint Agreement through the 
conducts of the Tripartite Technical Experts Group (TTEG) on Safety of Navigation in the Straits 
and placed an agenda on issues within the context of the Joint Statement on Safety of Navigation 
in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore (Annex C of the Appendix 1) and Guidelines For Senior 
Officials and Technical Experts Group on Safety of Navigation in the Straits of Malacca and 
Singapore (Annex D of the Apendix 1).  

4. In addition to the above, TTEG also has formalised arrangements in dealing with marine 
pollution through Revolving Fund Committee (RFC) establishment on 11th February 1981 
between the littoral States and the Malacca Strait Council (MSC), which is supported by the 
Japanese shipping community. 

Marine Environment Protection 

5. Over the years, the TTEG meetings organized by the littoral States consistently discussed 
measures to enhance safety of navigation in the Straits which includes :-  

(i) Marine casualty incidents affecting traffic movement in the Straits of Malacca and 
Singapore.  

(ii) Cases of vessels not complying with the provision of STRAITREP (Mandatory Ship 
Reporting System)  

(iii) Cases of vessels not complying with Rule 10 of the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS). 

6. On the other hand, the marine environment status in the Straits are less discussed in the 
annual TTEG meetings. Looking at present trends, the international shipping looks set to 
continue to grow despite the expected downturn in the global economy. The increase in 
international shipping frequency and other trends in global shipping such as the use of larger 
container vessels, increased air emission from vessels, and the coming into force of IMO 
regulations on ballast water, anti-fouling and air pollution pose a new set of challenges in 
navigation and environmental protection in restricted waterways such as the SOMS. 

7.  Therefore, there is an urgent need to the littoral States to review issues in relation to the 
present pollutants and actions developed to address the potential increase in pollution levels. 
Marine pollution, in particular oil and chemical pollution from ships, is a constant challenge 
facing the maritime community. It affects the marine environment as well as navigation of ships. 
This issue is even more critical in the Straits which is among the busiest and most critical 
waterways in the world. Therefore, the cooperation between the littoral states and the 
international community is vital to ensure safety navigation and environmental protection of the 
Straits. Thus, the “inspiration” for the agreement by the littoral States during 6th Tripartite 
Technical Experts Group (TTEG) Meeting in Bali, Indonesia in 2013 is timely manner to 
introduce the new agenda on the marine environment protection efforts and reports by the littoral 
States consistent with the recommendations addressed in the Joint Agreement.  

8. As world trade continues to expand parallel to the increment of shipping traffic, the task 
of maintaining safety and preserving the marine environment in the Straits grows in tandem. 
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While this is primarily the responsibility of the three littoral States, there is a need for a wider co-
operation between the littoral States and other users of the Straits to ensure that this important 
channel remains safe and open to traffic.  

9. In this regard, each littoral State has agreed for Malaysia to propose the general terms of 
reference and introduce scope of marine environmental protection, by means of coordinating 
respective resources, manpower, technology within the ambit of international convention as in 
Appendix 2.  

Action requested of the Committee  

10. The Committee is invited to consider the proposal by Malaysia and decide as it may 
deem appropriate.  
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Appendix 2 
General Terms of Reference 

1. Primary responsibility on the marine environmental protection of the Straits lies with the 
three littoral States. 

2. To provide an avenue for littoral States in the TTEG Meetings to discuss and exchange 
views on issues relating to marine environmental protection in the Straits. 

3. To identify and prioritise co-operative arrangements among the littoral States for the 
enhancement of marine environmental protection in the Straits. 

4. To seek and co-ordinate resources required to be undertaken in respect of the Straits. 

5. To explore ways to further promote co-operation on the enhancement of marine 
environmental protection in the Straits. 

6. Any measures undertaken in the Straits should respect the sovereignty, sovereign rights, 
jurisdiction and territorial integrity of the littoral States and be in accordance with 
international law. 

7. Any measures undertaken in the Straits should be consistent with international law and in 
particular article 43 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 
in which littoral States and user States co-operate by agreement in respect of the Straits. 

 

Scope of the Marine Environmental Protection  

Consistent with the paragraph (4) of the “Guidelines For Senior Officials and Technical Experts 
Group on Safety of Navigation in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore”, the scope of the marine 
environmental protection would include :-  

(i) Report and evaluate the status, progress and outcomes of the incidental spillages along 
the Straits in accordance to the MEPC.1/Circ. 318.  

(ii) Report on the Revolving Fund Committee:-  

a. The establishment / readiness of oil spill response (OSR) centres;  

b. Status of OSR assets; 

(iii) Facilitate and co-ordinate the integration of the activities of the projects into national and 
joint programmes concerning marine environmental protection in the Straits, such as :-  

a. Formulation on the Joint SOP on Oil and Chemical Spillage;  

b. Capacity Building;  
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(iv) Liability and compensation regime;  

(v) Status report and services by the Reception Facilities along the Straits;  

(vi) Other matters related to the effects of shipping on the environment of the Straits of 
Malacca and Singapore including on ecosystems; and  

(vii) To consider various measures to enhance marine environment protection in the Straits of 
Malacca and Singapore 

*** 




